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“Tera is among the hundreds who have
died of overdoses within the last three years
in Lorain County. The county coroner’s office
said a record 67 people died in 2013, followed
by 60 in 2014 and 62 in 2015.”

Lori took her tragedy and turned it into ac-
tion and formed the Lorain Community Task
Force, which is a group that raises awareness
and provides assistance to addicts and their
families.

Lori stepped up, and now Congress must do
the same. We cannot turn our back on these
people now. We must fight, we must work to-
gether, we must put politics aside. Only then
can we begin to heal our Nation from this cri-
sis.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GALLAGHER).

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding and
for his leadership on this critical issue.

As was laid out, communities across
this country, communities like mine in
northeast Wisconsin, are in the midst
of a public health crisis. It is not a Re-
publican or a Democratic issue. It is an
American issue, one that should bring
us all together.

Opioid abuse is wreaking havoc on
our homes, our schools, our churches.
Its devastating effects are destroying
our families and the lives of our loved
ones.

As was pointed out, more Americans
will have died from drug overdoses in
2017 than there are names on the Viet-
nam War Memorial. That is alarming.
That should put it into sharp relief.

As a Marine veteran, I am acutely
aware that servicemembers are more
susceptible than the average person to
addiction. In fact, veterans die from
accidental drug overdoses at a 33 per-
cent higher rate than the rest of the
population, and something must be
done to reverse this awful trend.

I commend our State lawmakers in
Wisconsin who are doing aggressive
work on this front, and I commend the
gentleman and everyone who has spo-
ken out for doing the same thing at the
national level, and I look forward to
working with him.

Because headline after headline re-
minds us of the tragic loss of life that
has resulted from our Nation’s opioid
and addictions risk, we have to step up.
We have to take action.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 1
yield to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. BLUMENAUER).

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
deeply appreciate the gentleman con-
vening this Special Order this evening.
It has been fun working with him in
the past on creative, bipartisan efforts
to try and make sure the Federal Gov-
ernment is a better partner on this.

I look forward to working with him
on legislation that will make it easier
to be able to have the information
available that people need for inte-
grated treatment and his commitment
to trying to bring people together to
understand the problem and the fact
that we are agreed more than we are
divided on these things. I look forward
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to working with him on some progress
in the months ahead.
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Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my friend from Or-
egon, and I thank all the Members
speaking here tonight. I want to say,
as you saw, this was a bipartisan coali-
tion of Members. We are much better
off working hand in hand to pass legis-
lation that changes issues than stand-
ing next to each other as pallbearers
for another 59,000 people in our Nation
next week.

Mr. Speaker, with that and with
some hope that we can pass this legis-
lation and save some lives, I yield back
the balance of my time.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3003, NO SANCTUARY FOR
CRIMINALS ACT

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (during the
Special Order of Mr. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-195) on the resolution (H.
Res. 414) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3003) to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to modify
provisions relating to assistance by
States, and political subdivision of
States, in the enforcement of Federal
immigration laws, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3004, KATE'S LAW, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS DUR-
ING THE PERIOD FROM JULY 3,
2017, THROUGH JULY 10, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (during the
Special Order of Mr. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-196) on the resolution (H.
Res. 415) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3004) to amend section 276
of the Immigration and Nationality
Act relating to reentry of removed
aliens, and providing for proceedings
during the period from July 3, 2017,
through July 10, 2017, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
all my fellow Members that are speak-
ing up on this very important issue. I
appreciate Dr. Murphy taking the lead.
It is something that has not gotten
enough attention. We continue to have
people dying, and we need to deal with
the issue.
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It is interesting: some people find
great hope in their religious beliefs.
Throughout America’s history, Christi-
anity has been an important founda-
tion. No, you didn’t have to be a Chris-
tian to participate in government, to
be a Founder, but, as Ben Franklin
said, we know because he wrote out the
speech in his own handwriting imme-
diately afterwards, as requested.

So often, teachers teach that he is a
Deist, as so many of the Founders, we
are told, were Deists. Yet in his own
words, in his own handwriting, at the
Constitutional Convention in 1787, at 80
years old, 2 to 3 years away from meet-
ing his Judge, his Maker—severe gout,
arthritis, overweight, trouble getting
up and down—he said these words:

“I have lived, sir, a long time, and
the longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth—that God
governs in the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground with-
out His notice, is it probable that an
empire can rise without His aid?”’

Franklin said, we have been—by the
way, that is obviously a reference to
Jesus’ comment about the sparrow, and
God seeing the sparrow, watching the
sparrow.

But he goes on and he makes it very
clear, as his own words indicate, that
unless—he said: ‘“We have been as-
sured, sir, in the Sacred Writing that
except the Lord build the house, they
labor in vain that build it.”

Again, referencing Scripture.

Those are not the words—any of
them—they are not the words of a
Deist. So teachers that have been
miseducating people for so long, I know
they are just passing on what they
were taught, but there has been so
much miseducation for so long.

Regardless of what else, we don’t try
to force our religious beliefs on anyone.
That is not what the House of Rep-
resentatives is for. But since it formed
such an important part of our founding
and a part of the discussion for most of
our Nation’s history, it is important to
point out that those Scriptures that
Ben Franklin referenced at the Con-
stitutional Convention, the Scriptures
that have been quoted so often—

We know the Bible is the number
one, far and away, most quoted book in
the House of Representatives and the
Senate. Nothing else anywhere even
close. It has brought hope to people
that had no hope.

So it is interesting that, as our Na-
tion moves further and further away
from the source of so much hope for so
much of our Nation’s history, and for
those who lived through that part of
our Nation’s history, the hope that
Franklin Roosevelt brought to the
microphone when he read the famous
prayer on D-Day as American soldiers
were fighting, as he said, against those
forces of evil, drawn from a country
that was used to peace that were fight-
ing forces of evil.

But they had hope. That hope and
prayer that Franklin Roosevelt gave
over the microphone for several min-
utes now is condemned by so many.
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